
“Yes, It’s Legal!” 
(Welcome to Virginia) 

www.OpenCarry.org 

 Virginia State Constitution 
Article 1; Section 13 

That a well regulated militia, composed of the body of the people, 
trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and safe defense of a free state, 
therefore, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed; that standing armies, in time of peace, should be avoided as 
dangerous to liberty; and that in all cases the military should be under 
strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power. 

(http://legis.state.va.us/Laws/search/Constitution.htm#1S13) 
 
*All Virginia firearms laws noted here are provided only* 
for your convenience.  You are responsible to know and 

understand safety and the law before you carry a firearm. 
 

Virginia does not require firearm registration nor is it 
necessary to obtain a Concealed Handgun Permit (CHP) 
before carrying a firearm or other such weapon openly 
about the person except where prohibited by statute. 

(http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Firearms.shtm) 
 
In Virginia, one may openly carry a handgun in plain sight 

(holstered, of course) with no license. 
 

Loaded handguns on the seat or dashboard of a vehicle, in 
plain view while in a vehicle are fine. 

 
Carrying concealed in Bars or Restaurants that serve alco-

hol is prohibited, but open carry there is allowed.  
 

Places Off-Limits While Carrying: 
-ANY Courthouse 
-ANY Federal Property 
 (Federal Offices/National Parks/Post Offices) 
-Detention Facilities (Adult & Juvenile) 
-Military Facilities (Unless Authorized) 
-Bars or Restaurants Serving Alcoholic Beverages 
 (Open Carry is allowed) 
-Air Carrier Airport Terminals 
 (Ticketed Passenger Baggage Exempt) 
-Place of Worship During Religious Service §18.2-283 "Without 

Good and Sufficient Reason" (Many churches have schools!) 
-Private Property / Business When Prohibited by Owner or Posted 
-Public/Private/Parochial School Buses 
-Public/Private/Parochial School Functions 
-Public/Private/Parochial School Property (CHP Holders INSIDE 

Vehicles are Exempt, i.e. picking up or dropping off student) 
-State Parks 
 (CHP holders CCW Permitted; Open Carry Not Allowed) 
-Virginia Commonwealth University 

 
Other states that honor Virginia’s CHP: 

AK*, AZ, FL, ID, IN, KY, LA, MI, MO, MT, NC, NM, OH, OK, PA, 
SD, TN, TX, UT, VT*, WV 

(* Vermont (VT) & Alaska (AK). Anyone who can legally own a 
firearm can carry it concealed. No Permit/license is required.) 

 
Pursuant to §18.2-308 of the Code of Virginia, resident concealed 
handgun permits are issued by the circuit court of the jurisdiction 
in which the applicant resides, and nonresident concealed handgun 
permits are issued by the Virginia State Police. 

Useful Resources and Links: 
 

Virginia Citizen’s Defense League 
www.VCDL.org 

 
Gun Owners of America 
http://www.GunOwners.org 

 
National Rifle Association 

www.NRA.org 
 

Virginia Gun Info 
www.VAGunInfo.com 

 
Virginia Legislative Info System 

http://leg1.state.va.us  
 

Virginia State Police Firearms Page 
http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Firearms.shtm 

 
Open Carry Incident Notes: 

A website and discussion forum dedicated to 
promoting the lawful open carrying of firearms. 

www.OpenCarry.org 
http://opencarry.mywowbb.com 

Your Virginia 
Gun Rights 
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Selected Virginia State Statutes 
& Laws Pertaining to Firearms 

http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Firearms_StateLaws.shtm 
 
§ 15.2-915. Control of firearms; applicability to 
authorities and local governmental agencies. 

A. No locality shall adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution or 
motion, as permitted by § 15.2-1425, and no agent of such locality 
shall take any administrative action, governing the purchase, pos-
session, transfer, ownership, carrying, storage or transporting of 
firearms, ammunition, or components or combination thereof 
other than those expressly authorized by statute. For purposes of 
this section, a statute that does not refer to firearms, ammunition, 
or components or combination thereof, shall not be construed to 
provide express authorization. 
 
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a locality from adopting work-
place rules relating to terms and conditions of employment of the 
workforce. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a law-
enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101 from acting within the 
scope of his duties. 
 
The provisions of this section applicable to a locality shall also 
apply to any authority or to a local governmental entity, including a 
department or agency, but not including any local or regional jail 
or juvenile detention facility. 
 
B. Any local ordinance, resolution or motion adopted prior to the 
effective date of this act governing the purchase, possession, trans-
fer, ownership, carrying or transporting of firearms, ammunition, 
or components or combination thereof, other than those ex-
pressly authorized by statute, is invalid. 
 
 

§ 18.2-282. Pointing, holding, or brandishing  
firearm, air or gas operated weapon or object  

similar in appearance; penalty. 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to point, hold or brandish any 
firearm or any air or gas operated weapon or any object similar in 
appearance, whether capable of being fired or not, in such manner 
as to reasonably induce fear in the mind of another or hold a fire-
arm or any air or gas operated weapon in a public place in such a 
manner as to reasonably induce fear in the mind of another of 
being shot or injured. However, this section shall not apply to any 
person engaged in excusable or justifiable self-defense. Persons 
violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor or, if the violation occurs upon any public, private or 
religious elementary, middle or high school, including buildings and 
grounds or upon public property within 1,000 feet of such school 
property, he shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. 
 
 

§ 18.2-283. Carrying dangerous weapon to 
place of religious worship. 

If any person carry any gun, pistol, bowie knife, dagger or other 
dangerous weapon, without good and sufficient reason, to a place 
of worship while a meeting for religious purposes is being held at 
such place he shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. 

§ 18.2-287.4. Carrying loaded firearms in 
public areas prohibited; penalty. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to carry a loaded (a) semi-
automatic center-fire rifle or pistol that expels single or multiple 
projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material and 
is equipped at the time of the offense with a magazine that will 
hold more than 20 rounds of ammunition or designed by the 
manufacturer to accommodate a silencer or equipped with a fold-
ing stock or (b) shotgun with a magazine that will hold more than 
seven rounds of the longest ammunition for which it is chambered 
on or about his person on any public street, road, alley, sidewalk, 
public right-of-way, or in any public park or any other place of 
whatever nature that is open to the public in the Cities of Alexan-
dria, Chesapeake, Fairfax, Falls Church, Newport News, Norfolk, 
Richmond, or Virginia Beach or in the Counties of Arlington, Fair-
fax, Henrico, Loudoun, or Prince William. 
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to law-enforcement 
officers, licensed security guards, military personnel in the per-
formance of their lawful duties, or any person having a valid con-
cealed handgun permit or to any person actually engaged in lawful 
hunting or lawful recreational shooting activities at an established 
shooting range or shooting contest. Any person violating the pro-
visions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
The exemptions set forth in § 18.2-308 shall apply, mutatis mutan-
dis, to the provisions of this section. 
 
 
§ 18.2-308. Personal protection; carrying con-

cealed weapons; when lawful to carry. 
B. This section shall not apply to any person while in his own place 
of abode or the curtilage thereof. 
 
J3. No person shall carry a concealed handgun onto the premises 
of any restaurant or club as defined in § 4.1-100 for which a license 
to sell and serve alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption 
has been granted by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
under Title 4.1 of the Code of Virginia; however, nothing herein 
shall prohibit any sworn law-enforcement officer from carrying a 
concealed handgun on the premises of such restaurant or club or 
any owner or event sponsor or his employees from carrying a 
concealed handgun while on duty at such restaurant or club if such 
person has a concealed handgun permit. 
 
O. The granting of a concealed handgun permit shall not thereby 
authorize the possession of any handgun or other weapon on 
property or in places where such possession is otherwise prohib-
ited by law or is prohibited by the owner of private property. 
 
 

§ 18.2-308.1. Possession of firearm, stun 
weapon or other weapon on school 

property prohibited. 
A. If any person possesses any (i) stun weapon as defined in this 
section; (ii) knife, except a pocket knife having a folding metal blade 
of less than three inches; or (iii) weapon, including a weapon of like 
kind, designated in subsection A of § 18.2-308, other than a fire-
arm; upon (a) the property of any public, private or religious ele-
mentary, middle or high school, including buildings and grounds; 

(b) that portion of any property open to the public and then exclu-
sively used for school-sponsored functions or extracurricular 
activities while such functions or activities are taking place; or (c) 
any school bus owned or operated by any such school, he shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
B. If any person possesses any firearm designed or intended to 
expel a projectile by action of an explosion of a combustible mate-
rial while such person is upon (i) any public, private or religious 
elementary, middle or high school, including buildings and grounds; 
(ii) that portion of any property open to the public and then exclu-
sively used for school-sponsored functions or extracurricular 
activities while such functions or activities are taking place; or (iii) 
any school bus owned or operated by any such school, he shall be 
guilty of a Class 6 felony; however, if the person possesses any 
firearm within a public, private or religious elementary, middle or 
high school building and intends to use, or attempts to use, such 
firearm, or displays such weapon in a threatening manner, such 
person shall be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of im-
prisonment of five years to be served consecutively with any other 
sentence. 
 
The exemptions set out in § 18.2-308 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, 
to the provisions of this section. The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to (i) persons who possess such weapon or weap-
ons as a part of the school's curriculum or activities; (ii) a person 
possessing a knife customarily used for food preparation or service 
and using it for such purpose; (iii) persons who possess such 
weapon or weapons as a part of any program sponsored or facili-
tated by either the school or any organization authorized by the 
school to conduct its programs either on or off the school prem-
ises; (iv) any law-enforcement officer; (v) any person who pos-
sesses a knife or blade which he uses customarily in his trade; (vi) a 
person who possesses an unloaded firearm that is in a closed 
container, or a knife having a metal blade, in or upon a motor 
vehicle, or an unloaded shotgun or rifle in a firearms rack in or 
upon a motor vehicle; or (vii) a person who has a valid concealed 
handgun permit and possesses a concealed handgun while in a 
motor vehicle in a parking lot, traffic circle, or other means of 
vehicular ingress or egress to the school. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, "weapon" includes a knife having a metal blade of three 
inches or longer and "closed container" includes a locked vehicle 
trunk.  As used in this section: "Stun weapon" means any device 
that emits a momentary or pulsed output, which is electrical, audi-
ble, optical or electromagnetic in nature and which is designed to 
temporarily incapacitate a person. 
 
 
§ 15.2-1209.1. Counties may regulate carrying 

of loaded firearms on public highways. 
The governing body of any county is hereby empowered to adopt 
ordinances making it unlawful for any person to carry or have in 
his possession, for the purpose of hunting, while on any part of a 
public highway within such county a loaded firearm when such 
person is not authorized to hunt on the private property on both 
sides of the highway along which he is standing or walking; and to 
provide a penalty for violation of such ordinance not to exceed a 
fine of $100. The provisions of this section shall not apply to per-
sons carrying loaded firearms in moving vehicles or for purposes 
other than hunting, or to persons acting at the time in defense of 
persons or property.  
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