
Gun Free Zones 

Fort Worth, TX September 1999: A madman opens 
fire at a prayer service, killing six people then himself. 

Brookfield, WI March 2005: A man fires 22 rounds 
during a church service, killing seven people. 

Nickel Mines, PA October 2006: A truck driver kills 
five schoolgirls execution-style in an Amish 
schoolhouse, and seriously wounds six others before 
shooting himself. 

Blacksburg, VA April 2007: A student shoots 47 
people at Virginia Tech, killing 32 before he commits 
suicide, in the deadliest mass shooting in the U.S. 

Omaha, NE December 2007: Nine people are killed 
and five others injured after a 20-year-old shooter 
attacks shoppers in a mall. 

Chicago, IL February 2008: Six women are restrained 
and shot at a suburban clothing store. Five women 
die. Suspect gets away. 

DeKalb, IL February 2008: Five students are killed and 
16 wounded when a man opens fire at a Northern 
Illinois University lecture hall before turning gun on 
himself. 

 

WI Case Laws 

 State v. Fry - 1986 

 State v. Keith - 1993 

 State v. Walls - 1994 

 State v. Alloy - 2000 

 State v. Cole - 2003 

 State v. Hamdan - 2003 

 State v. Fischer - 2006 

 State v. Vegas - 2007 

 State v. Gonzales - 2008 

 West Allis v. Krause - 2009 

*********************************** 

All Wisconsin firearm laws noted here are 

provided only for your convenience. You 

are responsible to know and understand 

the laws before you carry a firearm. This 

pamphlet is not legal advice. It is based 

solely on the author’s limited 

understanding of Wisconsin Statutes. The 

author is not a lawyer. Please review the 

statutes fully for yourself and consult a 

legal professional about any questions on 

the legality of open carry. 

The author assumes no responsibility or 

liability for actions taken by anyone other 

than the author himself. 

*********************************** 

To learn more and discuss open carry with 

other Wisconsin residents, visit: 

http://www.opencarry.org 

Wisconsin Open Carry 

 
 

WI Constitution Article I Section 25 

The people have the right to keep 

and bear arms for security, defense, 

hunting, recreation, or any other 

lawful purpose. 

 

*********************************** 

“If you want to carry a gun in 

Wisconsin, 

wear it on your hip.” 

-Gov. Jim Doyle 

 

“Laws that forbid the carrying of 

arms disarm only those who are 

neither inclined nor determined to 

commit crimes.” 

-Thomas Jefferson 

 
*********************************** 

“A Right Unexercised is a 
Right Lost” 

http://www.opencarry.org/


Wisconsin Gun Rights 
In Wisconsin, concealed carrying of 

weapons is illegal. But, open carrying of a 

holstered handgun, is not! 

Wikipedia defines open carry as the act of 

publicly carrying a firearm in plain sight. 

On April 20, 2009 Wisconsin Attorney 

General J.B. Van Hollen sent out a memo 

stating that open carry in Wisconsin is 

legal. You can read the memo here: 

http://www.doj.state.wi.us/news/files/Fina

lOpenCarryMemo.pdf 

Five places you cannot open carry a 

firearm: 

 948.605 - No firearms within 1000’ 

of a school zone, unless encased 

and unloaded (unless on private 

property, including parking lots of 

businesses) 

 941.237 - No handguns in taverns 

or restaurants that serve alcohol 

for consumption 

 167.31 - Weapons in vehicles must 

be encased, unloaded, and in the 

farthest “out of reach” location in 

the vehicle 

 941.235 - No firearms in 

government buildings (courthouse, 

city hall, etc.) 

 29.089 - No firearms in state parks 

and state fish hatcheries unless 

unloaded and encased 

Wisconsin Statutes 

66.0409 WI State Pre-Emption of Firearm Laws. (2) 
Except as provided in subs. (3) and (4), no political 
subdivision may…regulate the sale, purchase, 
purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, 
possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, 
permitting, registration or taxation of any 
firearm…unless the ordinance or resolution is the 
same as or similar to, and no more stringent than, a 
state statute. 

941.23 Carrying Concealed weapon. Any person…who 
goes armed with a concealed and dangerous weapon 
is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 

167.31 Safe use and transportation of firearms and 
bows. (b) "Encased" means enclosed in a case that is 
expressly made for the purpose of containing a 
firearm and that is completely zipped, snapped, 
buckled, tied or otherwise fastened with no part of 
the firearm exposed. (b) …no person may place, 
possess or transport a firearm… in or on a vehicle, 
unless the firearm is unloaded and encased... (g) 
“Unloaded” means; Having no shell or cartridge in the 
chamber of a firearm or in the magazine attached to a 
firearm. $100 forfeiture is the maximum penalty. 

948.605 Gun−free school zones. (1)(c) "School zone" 
means any of the following: 1. In or on the grounds of 
a school. 2. Within 1,000 feet from the grounds of a 
school. (2) Possession of firearm in school zone. (a) 
Any individual who knowingly possesses a firearm at a 
place that the individual knows, or has reasonable 
cause to believe, is a school zone is guilty of a Class I 
felony. (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to the 
possession of a firearm: 1. On private property not 
part of school grounds. 

941.237 Possession in taverns. (2) Whoever 
intentionally goes armed with a handgun on any 
premises for which a Class "B" or "Class B" license or 
permit has been issued under ch. 125 is guilty of a 
Class A misdemeanor. Including restaurants that serve 
alcohol. 

941.235 Carrying firearm in public building. (1) Any 
person who goes armed with a firearm in any building 
owned or leased by the state or any political 
subdivision of the state is guilty of a Class A 
misdemeanor. Useful statutes: 44.51(2) and 
20.001(1). 

29.089 Hunting on land in state parks and state fish 
hatcheries. (3) No person may have in his or her 
possession or under his or her control a firearm on 
land located in state parks or state fish hatcheries 
unless the firearm is unloaded and enclosed within a 
carrying case. 

Other Information 

Police have no duty to protect you! 
The essay and stated case law found at 
http://www.firearmsandliberty.com/kasler
-protection.html proves beyond the 
possibility of misinterpretation that άǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
have no duty to protect an individual, 
because an individual is supposed to 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣέ even women and 
children. 
 
The Unthinkable 
Despite the unmistakable 2

nd
 amendment 

guarantee “shall not be infringed” our 
government has passed more than 20,000 gun 
laws putting you and your loved ones at risk. 
 
Think it can’t happen in America?  
Think again. 
 
In 2005 in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, New 
Orleans Police Chief orders the confiscation of 
all firearms. What ensued was 
despicable...SWAT style teams conducted door 
to door sweeps illegally searching people’s 
homes and illegally seizing their means of self 
defense...their firearms. A CHP officer severely 
beats a law-abiding elderly woman for her 
unloaded revolver inside her own home. 
Remember, they had no food, no water, no 
electricity, no phones, no government rescue, 
and then their constitutional rights were 
trampled. 

 
*********************************** 

“The strongest reason for the 

people to retain the right to keep 

and bear arms is, as a last resort, to 

protect themselves against tyranny 

in government." 

-Thomas Jefferson 

http://www.doj.state.wi.us/news/files/FinalOpenCarryMemo.pdf
http://www.doj.state.wi.us/news/files/FinalOpenCarryMemo.pdf
http://www.firearmsandliberty.com/kasler-protection.html
http://www.firearmsandliberty.com/kasler-protection.html

